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Fears you are in, I thought it ſome ſinall. Retri- 
bution to give. you. ſome, little Account of the 
Government here, ?& ſome little Obſervations. I have been 
able to make fince I came liar which may ſomething jn- 
form, you both of the Manner the Subjetts of Frapce live 
in, and, the Strength, of the Eres ng, in caſe. of any 


Deſign upon us. 


Concerning the Government. 


FORE Oy from you ſo good and fo large an 
Sn Agcount of your. A Tha at home, with the- great 


As to the Government of France; It is an Abſolute Mao- 
narchy, impoſed upon the People by a ſtanding, ille- 
gal, and oppreſſive Army. It is the Corruption of.a'Mo- 
narchy from the beſt tempered one ( before the Uſe of 
States of France was laid afide ) to the double Tyranny 
of Popery and Arbitra ns Power, Here you will. find that 
Government in jts Perfeftion, being ered yall. the 
| Mehooifion tricks'of a-corrupt Pol olicy, and ſuffered by a 

cople, who having firſt ſubmitted the freeſt part of them 
30 the ſlavery of Popery, are eafily brought - ſpbmis the 
other to the Yoke of Opprefſion. 

Here the Prince is naw only npan the cal ove 
only to keep What he has got, wi | he has brou Hor 
now [to be no very hard Task,' having; heed into the 
People fo great a Vanity gf Conguering abroad, that hey 
are Frouker of haying their. ir King take a Town, than of gf 
| po[- 


that we are or under as Ce] Neigh- 
bours, havi tions and HM! men among 
our ſelves, w wr) 7 icy not been diſcovered, and curb- 
ed by as" Noble. Patriots, as well as diſcountenanced, 
z1d” removed by his Ma Majeſty, iy, ow is Perſon pang Conner, 
too ſoon: hav 6 e wicked Defi 

ou muſt excuſe me, Sir, if I have made fuch a Digeſt 
on, it being in a thing ſo-much concerns Me, and all of us; 
but fearing to. trouble you with my thoughts of things, you 
( being. y the place ) can belt ſee into: I ſhall return 
to what omiſed, viz.. Something of the prone 
Government Fr Five @rce 3 or the manner proceeding, 
ter Tyranny and Arbitrary Power is come to be the be 

Government, under an Active Popiſh Prince. | « 


The Government of Frince'is-to conſidered. either in 
relation to its Subjedts or Foreign Intereſt. As to the Sub- 
zetts, the preſent ſtate” is this; The Nobility of all forts 
are very much . Oppreſs'd, and thieir Intereſts are to be- 
by cheſs Mean rendre abſolutely dependentupon the Crown 


xr. No Freon: ſaffered to form:a FaRion, or oblige 

ts, Aﬀairs' being Ma by three Upſtarts, only 

ants to the Prince, who and Determines all hin- 

ſelf: and thus'the Nobility and Gentry are totally laid afide 

as to the Adminiſtration of Government. = 
2, , 
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2. 'Az'to'Councel, they are rarely and with great Cautir 
on made Uſe of; and that only upon extraordinary Occa- 
fionsz\ none of them being admitted to thoſe Charges that 
do render it neceffary : as thePrince of Conde,Marſhal Twrir, 
who are only made Uſe of in matters of War, and Foreign 


3: None of their Mediation admitted between the 
Prince and his Subjefts, as to publick or private Favours, 
Rewards, Preferment, or any Afﬀeairs; laying them afide 
as to the Court-Intereſt. | 

4. All thoſe Charges Military or Civil, that may render 
them Confiderable, tappreſt or eclipſed; as the high Con- 
ſtable, high Admiral, and Colonel of the Infantry. 

Governours of Provinces, Towns, Fortrefles, are e- 
dips'd by theſe means, by Intendants who are Superiours, 
placed in every Province, who uſurp the whole Power un- 
der the Notion of Intendants, over Juſtices, Policy, and 
Finances, at firſt only ordained for Finances. 

Theſe render Account only to the King, who admits of 
no Superiour Intendant, or. high Treaftrer, nor Mediati- 
on of the Governour 3. wha-berng thus diveſted of 'Power, 
is reduced alfh to his bare Penſion; alf6 the Profits aad 
Privileges taken away which were conſiderable, and in 
Fruth1s now much: the fame thing with our Lord” Lieute- 
nants,as to quartering Souldrers,and other Military Afﬀairs. 

-Asro Towns and Fortrefles,all Inland ones are demoliſh- 
ed, and Frontiers, ſuch only as are thonght neceſfary, 


- kept up and maintained, all the French-Companies former- 


ly belanging to the Governours, ſuppreſt, no Poſlibility 
of falſe Moſters, or- making Uſe of Townsmen' to fill up 
the. Places, the King ſupplying his Garriſ6ns ont of his 
ſtanding Army, and taking the Pay. of the Provinces 'to- 
wards their Knterace, and charging them every three | 
Months, by ſele& Companies out of the ſeveral Regiments, 
that the Governour and _ Officers may not be able by 

oi any: 


| ny Correſpondence to have Intreſt in them, or =P ay 
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a 
Advantages for themſelves, notwithſtanding alþ whic 
(Rory _ fleable, and rarely. the a Nobilie, ad> 
mitted to them. 3 & : wiifte32 3-2 196023 0 

2.. All Charges both in the Agmy; Law, Cove: d Re- 
venue, are diminiſhed in number; and retrenc _—_ 
fits, upon. which the Nobility heretofore dependeg; they 
are befide much nporrldg, G95 ci wy 

I. By the late Expedition into ers, fr his] 
they Lk diſmiſſed —_ Pay.or erate hatg eabpie 
2, By xetrenching, their Privi 7 in as to. Exemption 
from Tally, reſtraining it to,ohe Farme or Manſion,..and 
that in one Place, not ex g two Tongs iek* | 
- 3+, By Proje& of reviewing the ancient Nobles. 

4. By xc-allumipg all the demeſne Lands of the Crown 


.as upon a Mortgage. | 


The Clergy is alſo qverawed, 


1. By ſtrit Vifitations, in point.of Manners and Imploy- 
mentot their Revenags,..”-..:. ..........:..,71 .;;, 
2. By upholding the Janſen s againſt the Jeſwits, the 
Jeſuits upholding the Kings Authority againſt the Popes. 
3. By threatming to ſubje& the Rehgious to Epiſcopal 
Juriſdiction 3 to which I may add by having the, Pope un- 
der his Girdle, whereby he extorts from the; Re igious 
great Aids, and ſupprefles all religious Societies, not ex- 
ceeding ſuch a number, or wanting Royal Eſtabliſhment. 


What conterns Offices and Officers, w this Manner. - 
x, Mujtitudes of them hoth. in Reference to Law . and 


\ Finances, ae ſu 


2. The <= 44g Offices relating to the- Law are dimi- 
niſhed by Code Laws, and the. Feesand Salaries of others 
regulates by new. Eguicts. WITS (: p71 by Th 

3. The 


'n 
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3. The Privileges of many of the Officers as to Tally 


: llet. is, granted v very: hard Conditions, 


+$«<. Mts 
to contribute. tor the new any, of Trade and 
{26 $4 which is now at an end, by the Sur- 
render of Candia to the Turk. | 
The Pollet is an ancient Payment of a certain Sum by 


each. Office, in lieu whereof, the Officers have 'Power to 
diſpoſe of t ne, though they dye ( by Will or other- 

iſe.) but ſtill -at the EleQion of the Prince, that-if he 
refuſe, their Offices are but-for Life z yet rarely, till this 
Princes time, bath this Pollet been denicd. | 

5. All-ſorts of Officers and. Partiſans that have got conſi- 
derably by Farming. or Lending upon the Kings Reyenue, 
are required by,the High Court o Fauſtice, in an Arbitrary 
way 3 viz.: by comparing what they have with-what 
their Places and Farms in Reaſon ought to yield them, and 
with what they were worth before, forcing'to an(wer.to 
the King the averplus. | 

»6, all the Courts to, which they relate, are awed; eſpe- 
cially. that of Parhaments: who are forced to Regiſter, and 
Paſs the Kings EdiQts of Courſe, without the ufual Forma- 
lities: ſuch as oppoſe him therein, being.ufſaally baniſhed 
by him by. Letters of Cachet, | 

© 7.. The King takes away Office at his pleaſure, and giyes 
what Recompence he: pleales. 

Asto what concerns Proteſtants, they are diminiſhed in 

their number, and weakened by theſe means. ' * 

I. By making them incapable of all Offices and Char- 

$ of Judicature, the Court of Parliament, and other. 
igh Charges in State or Army 3 and in truth, by making 
their Profeſſion an obſtacle to-all Preferments. 
$2 Forbidding all Marriages between them and Catho- 


3. Whenſogyer they are turned, to make it highly Penal 
to Rkturns, ogver they are turned, to make 1t hig! "The: 


| [6] 
| The Names of the Nobility rurned Rows Catholicks of 


hs Le Dur de Der : 
DEE a = Eee 


| '+ de Pons, two Brothers: . 
| aintoign: Mounſjexr de 1a Roachel: 


© & - 


4 Tarrant 800 to the Dike of | 
| E: 

| 4- Under Pretence that their Temples have been ere&- 
| ed fince the Edife of Narter without Licence, or uyon 3 
holy Ground b: to the Catholick th 
| | call themſelves, Multitudes of them hereby, P 
| forci | of four or five Lea fa 
If not niore, e City and Towns, one di 
ſupprſing all 10 privice Chappels g to the Prote- | R 
Gentry, upon Pretence of N ence. my 

all Places of Strength 'where they abode 

- Number ns Ade: my nn to awe theſe Towns 
tc 
wi 7 king away Hog and il other Proyifccs C 
Po 13 og: ing no rn not allowing them | h: 
ro as for "<rny nor admitting them the | it 
:Lhaagaliainb tr 
7- EE connivi at the 1 
ildren from t it 
V 
fi 
| | gt — Ts, Catholicks a 
} from gmt; cheir with Proteftants. : 
Touching the C ommonalty, bis Subje@s, firſt the Burgois. - 
a 


| | 1. His Impoſitions are heavy upon them, favi -1n ſuca 
| Places ade pros exerciſe Forreign Trade, Þ Yar moſt 
of the inland Towns are much decayed. 


_ He 


HD” 
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'" 2. Headmits of no CO Companies _—_ 
them, whereby they might be formidable, as to In 

or make themltives Condderable in ing Wealth. 

T have been informed by Peeſants, that out of that little 
which belonged” to them, they conſtantly paid near two 
Thirds to the King : and that thoſe that had only what they 
Earned by hard Labour, were not exempt from great Im- 
I 3 nor were they yet free from the Impoſition of 

It, viz. from being forced to take it at their prices, what 
they will think fitting they ſhould ſpend. Secondly, The 
Peaſant, or loweſt fort of Common People, are more 
favoured than the reſt, as to Impoſitions 3 the Tallie bein 
diminiſhed ſome Millions, the manner of leaving it muc 
Regulated, and multitudes made Contributors, that were 
not heretofore; which is done for two Reaſons : 

I. Becauſe there was Neceſlity for it. 

2. Becauſe they are the Kings Laws, that are 'to yield 
to him daily Increaſe, and ther to be Encouraged and 
Cheriſh'd: To which I might add, the Defign the King 
hath of altering that Tax, and making it real, by charging 
it upon the Land, which, by throwing it upon the Gen- 
try, and eaſing the Perſonal Eſtate, he hopes to pres, Oy 

OY gba been lefs byrmareget a them W —_ 

I of Salt, ing, in moſt places, the way of Impoſing 
it, and contenting famſelf to be the ſole Merchant; to 
which end he purchaſeth all Salt-pans in private hands, 
finding, that theſe things were improved by the Partiſansto 
a deſtruction of the Duty it ſelf; and his People and the 
Government, is at preſent Vigorous in Execution of Laws, 
and Impartial in the Execution of Juſtice, Labouring to 
free the People from the Oppreſſions of all others -but the 
King, and to encourage and render them capable of being 
a Trading Nation. 

What concerns Foreign Intereſt. 

1 ſhall not ſay much, though I could, it being rather Mat- 
ter of Hiſtory than REID 3 only this preſent King bath 

| never 


| [8] 
never omitted his Advantage far any regard of Honour or 
Faith, either in making ot Treaties, or obſerving of Al- 
liances:: The Militia of France conſiſts-cither of Maritime, 
or Land Forces; of the latter, I have no exa& Account, but 
by Computation the King hath me ſixty thouſand Horſe 
and Foot, fince the Disbanding ; but — the beſt 
Information, as to the Goodnefſs, I hear they decline daily | 
very much, and that for three reſpeQs, 

t. The Diſcipline and Duty being ſo rigorous, that for 
want of five men, the Captain (hall be caſhiered, though 
they ran away, and he not able to ſupply it, | 

2. The Pay is ſo ſmall, that neithes Officer nar Souldi- 
er can ſcarce live bo it, beſide DeduRion to Horſe and 
Foot for Clothing, Hay and Oats 3 and the pay of a Captain 
of Foot, per: diem: being fifty Soulzz a Lieutenant thirty 
Soulz; Enſign fifteen Soulz 3, Souldier five Soulz : a Cap- 
tain of Horſe fix Livres, Lieutenant three, Cornet two 
Livres five-Soulz. _ 

3. The great Diſcouragement off old Officers, and new 
ones too, by the late que. without Pay, and keep- 
ing only fuch in Pay, as were able at their own Charges to 
keep up their Company; and taking away all Privileges in 
Matter or otherwiſe, for ſo many Horſes, for (o- many Ser- 
vants, and their allowance for Table, beſide moſt of their 
old Boyes are- ſpoiled by Diſbanding of part : to which I 
may add, that the Switzers, Scottiſh, and Proteſtants are un- 
der ſich diſcouragement, that they have almolt quitted the 
Army : but yetto-do the King right, he entertains all refor- 
med Officers at half Pay, and daily forbids the ſale of Mili- 
- tary. Offices, and, for the molt part, beſtows them according 
toSeniority, unleſs it be in his Guards, keeps them under 

ood Diſcipline, Pays punually, Exerciſes them frequent- 
h , makes: them take their turn in Flazders 5 and laſtly, 
gives many conſiderable Penſions, and the truth is, Endea- 
vours- to deſtroy: all' other Supports, bath of them-and of 
the Nobility and Gentry, and to make themall to depend ab- 
ſolutely upon him and his Penſions.. . 


L9:) 
As for the Militia by Sea, all that I ſhall fay by way of 
Reflection is, that he doth vigorouſly endeavour the En- 
creaſe and Propagation of Trade and building of Ships, to 
which end, he is re to make up his Fleet 100 Sail, and 
daily encreaſe his Stores, by purchaſing and cutting down 
Timber he finds fit for it, and alſo hath found out great Store 
of Maſts of Timber of his own, with Pitch and Tar, procu- 
ring men out of Swethland to teachthe making of it here, ſome 
Defe&s I find at prefent, which time may rectifiez his Ships 
are built too high and too narrow, the Guns carry not above 
28 I, Bullet : they want Guns, and treat Strangers but ill af- 
ter they have got them into Service; the Pay of Seamen is 
but ten Livres a Moneth, wherein Diet is reckoned; this un- 
dertaken by each particular Captain 3 their Gallies worſt 
ſerved, only by condemned Perſons, which _ change per- 
petually. They have received an Opinion, that by the Good- 
neſs of Powder, and manner of Charging, that they can make 
their Guns equal the Force of thoſe which are bigger; and 
in purſuit hereof, they daily caſt great Guns they find in Ga- 
riſons into this Proportion, which may do well enough for 
Land, but not for Sea Service. To which I may add, the Port 
he hath cauſed to be built at Charante, Havre and other Pla- 
ces, he hath laid out ſeveral Millions at Charante, but to lit- 
tle Purpoſe, through the Knavery and Indiſcretion of thoſe 


- that are Overſeers, that he is laught at'by moſt that ſees it, 


with a Reparation of Fortifications of the reſt of the Ports 
and Havens, and: the many Works he hath provided in ſeve- 
ral Places for the caſting of Ordnance, Anchors, and pro- 
Vding Materials for ſhipping and all warlike Munitions, and 

zreat Encouragement he gives to all Gentlemen to go to 
vea, and above all theſe the manner whereby he promotes 
Trade «nd building Ships of Force by private men, (Re 
ſhall farttzr be ſhewed under the Head of Trade.) As for the 
Governourhimſ(elf the King of France, I ſhall be fparing in his 
CharaQter, becauſe he is ſo well known that I might run the 
Danger of Flattery, I ſhall only remark the moſt eminent Ver- 
tues in him, | B 2 Indu- 


: _ 
_ _—_ . 
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1. Ind ; being the Doer of all things himſelf making 
choice 7 ir wer. Pe: to at under bins both for Advice 
and Execution 3 not ſuch as can incline him, reſerving the 
Determination and account of all that is done unto himſelf; 
and but one day in the Week that he is not perfonally preſent 
in his Councels, 

2. A well-ſtated Reſerve in his Comportment 3 being eaſie 
of Acceſs to all men of Buſineſs, and incommunicable to al 
other Famiharities. 

3. FThegreat Command overhis Paſſions; which he expreſſes 
oped all occafions,and government of his Tongue,whereby he 

ins a great Secrecy,and renders his Councels inſearchable. 

4. His unparallel'd Conſtancy in theſe and all other his 
Meaſures, not quitting Friendſhipwith any one he hath once | 
made choice of, whether of his Favourite, Miniſters, or beloved 
Miſtreſſes, notwithſtanding the unſucceſsful Undertakings of 
the firſt, as in the buſineſs of Gyagery in Africa, Eaſt and Weſt 
India Trade, and new ManufaQturies. 

To this I may oppoſe, by way of Balance ; 

1. His great Parcimony 3 which may rather ſerve an Exceſs 
of Virtue than of Vicez whereby the Services done to himare 
not ſo- well rewarded; all the Eſtates of men depending upon 
him, not ſupported, they by that-means being Indigent and 
DiContented . This ſeems grounded the Experiment he 
had of the Misfortune of his Anceſtors, by their contrary Pra- 
ices, not from any inclination in him to Avarice; which is 
ſufficiently confirmed in him, by his Enterprifes, which have 
alwayes been carefully ſuſtained by his Magnificent Buildings 
Furniture, and Fortreſles, as alfo by his ſumptuous and ſpl 
did Entertainments ( the Ballad repreſented five or ſix C-Tna- 
vals ago, ſtood him in 180000 Livres, which'is x400c». Ster- 
ling, with the care he takes to beſtow liberal Penſions, Pre- 
ferments and Rewards, upon ſuch as have deferred well of 
him in Civil or Military Employments, not ſuffering them 
to-make any Advantage, or to take one yooey more than 
their Wages or Salary, from any of his SubjeQs, —E_ 
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for the diſcharging of their Offices, and them out in- 
fallibly, and punithing them ſeverely when they do other- 
wiſe, thereby obliging them to Fidelity, Induſtry, and an 
abſolute Dependency upon him, and by his employing the 
meaner ſort in Buildings, ManufaQories, Fortreſfes, in Flax- 
ders and France, Magazines, new Chagnells, Havens, Shipping 
and Trade at his own Expence, thereby making the Money 


circulate quick. EINE! 
2. He is too rigorous in his Diſcipline and Execution of 
Laws and Reformation of Bufineſs even to a of ſeem- 


ing Injuſt, as the Military Diſcipline, Treatment of Fawket and 
the Partizens Reduttion of Offices and Officers do evidence. 
3. His perſonal Vices are too publick to the World, and 


J r00 openin his own Kingdom, whereby Corruption of Manners 


is produced in his Court, and amongſt the Nobility, even 
to the —_—— it {elf to all Degrees and Sexes. 

4. Amongſt his Defe&s may. alſo be reckoned hisnot being 
regardful enough of his Faith and: Honour in matters of Alli- 
ances where his Intereſt is concerned. 


Concerning Trade. 


The Enlargement and Advantage of Trade ſeems to be 
one of the greateſt Deſigns of this Crown, nor is there any 
Colt ſpared therein; as well appears by theſe enſuing Particu- 
lars. | 

1. Their Endeavours to enlarge both Foreign and Dome- 
ſtick Trade 3 as to Foreign, the ereCting of Eaſt India. and: 
Weft India and Northern Companies, the encouraging and 
Countenancing them with great Priviledges, both-real and 
moe ens exempting the Commerce from derogating No-- 

lity, their Commodities from all Inland Duties either Pro- 
vincial, or Entries into Towns or otherwiſe. 

2, Afliſting them with great Sums of Money, viz. a fifth 
part of their Stock, and fifty Solz for all Goods outward, and: 
ſeventy five for all- Goods inward, out of his Coffers; en-- 


B 3 gageing: 


(12) 
ging all his great Officers with Priviledge of Exemption 
dence and Duty there, id impot all Pex- 
ſons of Ability, to go a in the brcky net cabs 
S them in point of Intereſt, but Experience and Know- 
e of the Trade. As to Domeſtick Tradeby encouraging all 
ManufaQors already ſetled here, and 1 vcing all "h 
this Nation is capable of, or his Uſe of at his Expence, Che is 


blamed for attempting alſo ſuch as are not for their Uſe, and 


which they can never afford at the ſame Rate which others 
ſell at) as alſo the great advance of the Trade of Silk, Salt, 
and Linnen, and the ſetting upon the Dutch and foreign Ma- 
nufactures do ſufficiently evidence. | 

3. Having reduced all Home Duties intoonereceit, to ſave 
the Expence of ſo many Officers, and of Time, is another great 
Encouragement of Domeſtick Trade ; to all theſe I may add, 
the Adyance of Duty upon all Foreign Merchandize, the De- 
fence made againſt all Foreign ManufaQuries, the Favouring 
the Artizan, as to Tablez but above all, the Example of the 
Prince, in confining himſelf to the wearing his Manufatturies, 
and obliging all his Dependents to the like obſervance, is of 
great Importance. | 

4- The Increaſe of Navigation and Shipping is procured by 
theſe means. | | 

I. Giving 5001. out of his own Cuſtoms, by way of Encou- 
ragement for every hundred Tuns of Shipping his Subjects 
ſhall build, of above 100 Tuns burden, and 400 Livres for all 
they fhall buy. 

2. Rendring all Perſons incapable in Corporations relating 
to Frade, that have not an Intereſt in Shipping, to put a pro- 
portion appointed to each Officer. 

3. El an Northern Company to furniſh his Subjects 
with Proviſions of Shipping at the beſt hand, and alſo en- 
deavouring to find the Materials in his own Countrey, as I 
have already obſerved. 

- 4- Giving their Shipping Preference of Ragfoyment: as the 


late Edidt for Salt ſhews, obliging all his Officers to fraught 


French 


ho REW 
French-Ships at ſuch- a Rate before any Strangers, as alſd- 
fifty ſoulz per Tun impoſed upon Forreign: Veſlels. 

5. Endeavouring to make his Subjects ſole Merchants of all 
Trades, as welt imported as exported, and not only by the 
Priviledges already mentioned upon their Commodities and 
Ships, but alſo-by puttingall manner of Diſcouragements up- 
on all Foreign Fattories and Merchants by Difficulty in-their 
Diſpatches, delayes in point of Juſtice, ſubjefting them. to 
Faxeign Duties and Seizures, not ſaffering them to be Fa- 
Qors to the French or any other Nation but their awn, and 
in caſe of Death to have their Eſtates ſeized as Alrens, and 
the Countenance and conceiving the French have as to all 
Duty when employ'd in the Service of Foreigners. 

6. The great Care taken to ſet the Poor on. Work, to the 
Increaſe of -Trade, and diſburdening the reſt of their Fellow- 
Subjeds; as Work-houſes over all France manifeſteth ; but 
eſpecially at Paris,and at Lyons, which hath Hoſtels de Diew, far 
better than a Tax to ſupport. thenrin Idleneſs. 


The Care taken to Encourage Foreigners to Travel, or abide in 
France, and fo increaſe the number of Subjeds, as ſheweth : 


L. By a/general Naturalization of a}| Nations, except Erg- 
liſh, Iriſh, and Spaniſh; the People of Flanders are comprized 
in that benefit. | 

2. Convenient Academies, Schools, Colleges, Penſions and: 
Tables de Hoſtes. 

3. Convenient Paſlages, by Meſlages, Coaches, and Boats. 

4. Impartial and ſpeedy Juſtice to all Strangers, as well as- 
their own Subjedts, eſpecially in Courts-Merchants, and be- 
fore their Commiſlaries, conſidering Contrafts made by Stran- 

= to which I may add, the late care of ſetting up Poſts 

Aces, | 

For every Winter the King does not keep his Court at Pa- 
74s, he is obliged by Covenant to abate ſixteen hundred thau-- 
land Livres to thoſe that Farm his Exciſe for that Place. 

In two years time, ſoon after the Kings Marriage, when the 


King- - 
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Kingdom was in Peace, the King drew from the Parifans fix 
ſcore Millions of Livres. _ * at” 4 
Some Defet#s and Difficulties in the way of their Trade managed. 


x. The Wealth of the Burgojs-ſcem inconſiſtent with the 
Policy of this Monarch. 
2. The Arbitrarineſs of the Tallies diſcourageth the mean- 


er ſort, ſeeking after no more than ſuplying abſolute Neceſfi- 


, and makes Towns fearful ro receive new Manufactures 
fear of Increaſe of their Tallies. | 
3. The Prejudice the Trade lies under as to the Nobility, 
being inconſiſtent with it, the Policy of this Monarch defign- 
ing them all for Arms.and Art, and not for Trade. 


- -* 4, The unſettledneſs of the Books of Rates and great Ar- 


bitrarineſs of the Kings Officers and Farmers, which are too 
much favoured by Laws. 

5- The preſent Policie admits not of any Corporations of 
Trade to be Eleftive. 

6--Want of able Merchants amongſt them, and putting the 


DireQtions of all their preſent Companies, into the Hands of 


Perſons ignorant in Trade,Favourites of the preſent Miniſters 
whereby they have loſt the third part of the Stock of the Eaſt 
India Company already, making all the new ManufaQures Mo- 
nopolies, whereby moſt of them are come to nothing, as that 
of Silk-Stockens and Cloth. 

7. The Encreaſe of Church-men and Souldiers, with the 
Deſign this Monarchy hath of enlarging it ſelf by new Ac- 
quilitions at Land. 

Laſtly, The natural Idleneſs and Luxury theſe People 
are addited unto, but that Neceſſity forceth them to the con- 


trary, together with the forcing them to enter into Companies . 


of Trade, and impoſing their new Manufatures upon Places 


and Buyers, with the evil Treatment of thoſe Strangers, that” 


teach them after they have once learned their Trade, and 
the Difficulty of finding a Market and Credit, (which _— 
0 a 
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_ this, the King hath paſſed an Edit, declaring, 
That the Trade of Merchandine 


deavo to Neceſlitate the Gentry, and Sans of the 

The whole Revenue of the Crown is Eighty Millions ; all 
Charges deduGted, comes to ſixty. Millions of Livres yearly, 
not poltible to be augmented; the Clergy, Nobility, and Par- 
tizans being already pared and pilled, the-Tallics and Gabals 
in moſt places, upon the. meaner ſort, being fo far ftretche,that 
they require abatement : Eſpecially in reſpe& of Ceſſation of 


ern Levying it comes not toabove a twenrieth part; bur 
its, Arbitrary manner of ColleQing the Tally, is thus : The 


upon the Province by way of Tally; the Intendant conſult- 
y 


King tixeththe Sum 3, then the Elefts are convened to diſtri- 
bute the Sum. upon cach, Deng, And laſtly, the Integer 


Accounts ; theſe hold Plea 7 amen cara of all Matters relating to - 


be wiſe Wars abs ow boned ronborin 
points the Aﬀeffors ie the Parifh, © who are rok 
ER n the L yoke ome tcroun Eftates } and tr ay 
unpoſt the ſame Ar apon t bours, mof 
of them of any Subſtance 2A their FTurns,and are ates regy- 
lated by new Edids, in' ng «ky levying the fame.- If 
there be any complaint made, thar the Pariſh 1s over-butden- 
&d, the Retnedy is by Petition to the Intendant, ho, upon 
Examination, doth. as he ſees caufe; and the Ap Ge hh q 
is only to; the King, which is —_, or never RO biſeds for 
thoſe that: are great men, and'concerned at Court, arealwayes 
favoured by the Intendant, -and far the reſt he matters them |} 
not. The Intendant, as 1 faid before, is an Officer Ele&ted to || 
Govern and Overſee the Aﬀairs the Reyentie and Finances, | 
but his Power is ſince — mine arid Determine all 
Complaints:concerni cy wo rcaS- of the Province, | 
and every Member,” op latch the new Ma- 8. 
nufathurics and Trade, and all brow ding xe cept _ Hr ng? 
and he gives a conſtant Account .to'the Oy a 
Requefts, of the Eftate of the. Province, and Trade, were pr of A "' 
ſuch Grievances, Tneonveniences, and Complaints,-as ate tiot 
1 his Power to on and is become a very neceſſary Off: . 
cer; yet rarely any of Quality is preferred to-this raploy. 
ment, but ER _ up! to _ .— met TE there be 
any complaint -rween the A rs ana their Neighbours, 
this; js determined at the Court of the Ele&, Now:-itis-to be | 
known, theſe Eledts-are certain Otheers,'who buy their Offi- 
ces, and are appointed bythe King foreach Divi z though. 
poſlibly in _—_ begining they. were ele&ed by each Divi- 
fion;” There an: Ap veal fide them-t& the Courts of Aids, . 
where alſ5-Proceſs Fall forth againſt the Aﬀeſlors,if on Later 
be Þekind ; which Courts are aſſiſted with the Chamber of 
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the Revenue, and the Edi the ſame, are now 
uſed to be Regiltred; there, and not kn? liattent, 
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vents of Cordels without comprehending*the F 
Aupuſtines, the Charteva, the Belifines, the Jeſuits, the Minims, and other 


Tf Religious Houſes, the Number whereof is 14078 which Ecclefiaſticks poſ- | 


els, 9000 Caltles, Pallaces and Hoaſes, which have high, mean, and low 
; have alſo 249000 large Farmes and 10000. Arpans of Vines, 
fo that it is found rhar-the Revenue of the Church, per aunzm, amounts 
to 312 Millions of Livres. 


| Concerning the Manners of the Peeple. 

The Nobility and Gentry ( unleſs it be ſuch as aze aſſured of Keclefiaſtical 
Preferment ) are- Ulnlearned, yet generally well hred,: and very capable of 
the Court and Camp, or Charges. belonging to the Law, 

The Gentry,when: they are paſt the Grammar-SchooL are uſually ſent to 
the Academies, where they leam to ride the great Horſe, Dance, Fence, and 
ſome of them ſome part of the Mathematicks 3 eſpecially Fortifications..- 

The Byrgois are very Ingenious, the Artiſanand Pealant, very Labozious, 
of which latter fort,not.a hand is Idle from beak, of Day till dark Night 3 
all, except the great Nobility and Gentry,Devourt 3 they are:Civil.to Straq» 
gers, Servile to theis Pringe, and Good. to their Relations and Families. = 


Their Defedts aud Viees. 


* + They-are ſuperficially Learned,” or knowing nought but Law, Phyſick, 


Chirurgery,. and/Art of War, horribly addifed to Luxury, and Vices. of 
the Court, as plain. Building, great Trains, Courtſhip and Entertainments, 
which ſcems to be. the Butt and Scope of all men of all Degrees, except 
Prafants; Proud, Boaſters, Deſpiſers of others, Envious of ther Superiours, 
and Tyrannical.to their Inferjours 3, Slighting, in their Friend(hip, Unrea- - 
ſonable in their Askings, Unjuſt in their Dealing, extreamly given to Laws ' 
Suits, and ExaQting upow Strangers, joyn'd with a Court-Co , 
from the Hi to- the loweſt. The Sum of all; they imploy themſelyes 
to a Court-Depo t, are not Naturally Induſtrious} except to acquire 
mony for their Luxury ; which the Peaſant alſo would be inclined unto, 
were not his Condition ſuch as puts him in deſpair of it. * 


fuſpeRted by all their Neighbours at 
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Spain, an& their Pretence in Weakening the  Dazch, - 
tions, and new. introduced | 


* 


Datch looking well enough to themſcly & and their Concerns. ' | ? 
| Paris May 12th.” $ 1 R, **, Your moſt Humble Servant- 
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